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CI in children
a team work from the start

Symposium in Memory of Sten Harris  2012

Creating history – what
was needed?
• A child deaf after meningitis
• Parents not looking for answers ’why’ but

searching for solutions prepared to do whatever it 
takes..

• Devoted doctor – Sten Harris
• Devoted speech pathologist, technical audiologist, 

’audionom’

No CI-team existed (!) but..

Six devoted persons (professionals) in the 
hospital i Lund had huge committment, 
empathy and humility

Six devoted professionals with Sten Harris 
in charge made the parents (me and my 
husband)…

equal partners in teambuilding, sharing
the same commitment. Never did they
hide that this was building up experience
and that nothing was crystal clear

Madeleine

Bengt Almqvist

The parent´s view – our story..

• The easiest decision that we ever done –
prepared to emigrate..

• The most challenging work we ever done –
sticking together (re)building a strong family

• The most rewarding decision in everyway we
ever done

• Amazing support from Sten Harris and his
team Gyllenram family/2006

Teambuilding resulted in CI-teams

Parent´s impact of development; building
networks

• 1991 my daughter receives a CI

• 1993 first deaf born child with CI, 
parents talking to each other

• 1995 Barnplantorna national organisation 
is established. Need for power to change
schools, habilitation etc

RiksförbundetRiksförbundet
för Barn medför Barn med

CochleaCochlea Implantat Implantat

BARNPLANTORNA/Gyllenram Mars 2000
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Team work resulting in bilateral 
CI for children in Sweden

The decision was a result from a unique
cooperationship between inquisitive and 
determined parents, Barnplantorna and the CI 
clinic in Stockholm.

The attention from newspapers and TV was
unvaluable help on the way..
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The history of deafness is 
changing..

Parents, deaf children and teenagers are writing
a new chapter in the ”book” of deaf history

”The chapter of cochlear implant one of the 
greatest technological advances in modern time
recreating one of the five senses”

Pioneers and visionaires are
holding the future in their hands

Still we have problems..

Parents keep climbing up the hills of 
prejudice and attitudes

”Cochlear implant in children is not about
children; 
It is about power and money. People
earning their income making career on 
”deafness”. Deaf people´s strive to
preserve a culture preventing children
from integrating in our mutual society”

Internet 2010

Deafhood/Audism 2011

Parents today different 
than in 1940!

Parents are searching for knowledge through
• Other parents
• Organisations
• Health care system
• Internet

CONCLUSIONS
Today new kind of parents that don´t except
advices from ”experts”. They are using new 
information technique to make wise decisions
concerning their children

Parent and child in Barnplantorna 
summer camp

Barnplantorna work resulted in

• Bilateral CI nationally for children
(media/TV, CI doctor, parents cowork)

• Informations film ”Cochleaimplant – A New Sense of 
Hearing” (Barnplantorna cooperating with CI clinic in Gothenburg)

• Pneumoccocal vaccination since 2008 in the children
vaccination program (Barnplantorna cooperating with doctors
such as professor Hans Rosling in Sweden)

Barnplantorna initiated..

• AVT (Auditory Verbal Therapy)
• National Hearing Screening

..so who is in charge of the development of 
cochlear implant in children?

Of course
we all are!

Sten Harris started up CI in children in Lund 
in June 1991
Conclusion

My daughters (one have CI), all attend
university. They will have equal
opportunities in life.
Becoming tax payers and see their
parents retire hopefully having a 
pension  and thinking

We did our best; now get on with your
lives.

THANK YOU STEN HARRIS!!


